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USWA Awards Charter to New Fleet 

In late May 2016 the Officers of the USWA 
unanimously approved the request of Wayfarers sailors 

from Lake Townsend Yacht Club in Greensboro, NC 
to form Fleet 15.  While LTYC will be the home base, 
the new fleet will include sailors in Maryland, Virginia, 

Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia. 

The Lake Townsend Yacht Club is a strong and active 

club that has been in existence since September 1977. 
The Wayfarer fleet at LTYC is one of the most active 

and fastest growing fleets in the club and members feel 
that forming a fleet charter under the USWA will only 
strengthen both the club and the USWA in the deep 

southeast.  

This new fleet would be centrally located within the 6 
state area listed above, and the majority of boats in the 

fleet would be located within 110 miles of our home 
base. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHESAPEAKE CRUISE ATTRACTS 8 BOATS 

Bill Harkins W2526 

  

Interest in this yearôs Memorial Day Chesapeake cruise 
was high this year, with eight boats participating, and 

crews hailing from six states and Canada.  Seasoned 
regulars such as Dick Harrington, Tom Goldsmith, 
AnneMarie Covington, and Ken Butler were prepared 

for a classic cruise, sleeping on board, and generally 
relying on their own resources.  Others, (whose names, 

for reasons of modesty, will  not be specifically listed 
here), may have been attracted to the cruise this year 

by the possibility of more comfortable beds and 

showers in the B&Bôs on Smith and Tangier Islands.  
Whatever the personal preference, the cruise was a 
great success in promoting the unique pleasures of 

exploring the Chesapeake Bay. 

AnneMarie and Ken, and Uncle Al and Peter Thorn 

departed Crisfield in sunny weather on Saturday to 
attend the art show on Smith Island; the rest of the fleet 
sailed on Sunday, after resourceful Tom Goldsmith and 

Ken Butler got AnneMarieôs car keys sent back via the 
mail boat, to provide Dick with some sails.  What a 
team!   
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Cathy and Phil Leonard placed 2nd in this yearôs Mayorôs 

Cup, at Lake Townsend Yacht Club.  Phil has been elected 

Fleet Captain of USWAôs newest fleet. 

Bill and Margie on a beach of remote Watts Island. 
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A publication of the United States Wayfarer Association 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 
 

Jim Heffernan 114 Village Lane  919.942.6862 
Commodore Chapel Hill, NC 27514  
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Cruising Secretary 
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Treasurer  St. Joseph, MI 49085   
 
Tony Krauss 429 Glen Park Drive  440.554.7820 
Measurer  Bay View, OH 44140 
 
Marc Bennett 643 Cornell Ave  517-898-6617 
Race Cptn/WIC Rep E. Lansing, MI 48823  
 
Linda Heffernan Skimmer Editor  919-942-6862 
Secretary 
 

AREA REPRESENTATIVES 
Mike Anspach 555 S. Old Woodward Ave 248.283.8700 
Michigan Area Birmingham, MI 48009 248.877.6242 

 
Thomas Graefe 69 Simon Kill Road  781.659.2441 
Northeast Area Norwell, MA  02061  
 
Tim Koontz 927 Wilson Street NE  360.753.5776 
Northwest Area Olympia, WA 98506   
 
Richard Johnson 6907 Valley Haven Dr 704.910-3855 
Southeast/WIC Rep Charlotte, NC 28211   
 
Dave Hepting 929 Royal Oak Blvd  352.250-6773 
Florida Area Leesburg, FL  34748   
 
  

WEB SITE    www.uswayfarer.org 
  Robin Moseley, Webmaster   
 

USWA ANNUAL DUES 
Full membership  One year  $20.00 
Full membership  Three years $50.00 
Associate Membership   $15.00 
Associate Membership is available to non-Wayfarer owners. 

Chesapeake Cruise continued from page 1 

We sailed on a reach out of the Little Annemessex 
River 7 NM to the narrow entrance to Smith Island, 

called amusingly the ñBig Thorofareò, a dredged 
winding passage barely wide enough to accommodate 
the daily mail boat and ferry.  Bob Stevenson and 

Hazel Hewitt discovered just how narrow the channel 
is when they politely moved to the side to execute a 
360 degree turn to a allow the  passage of the  

passenger ferry, but only managed 270 degrees and an 
introduction to Chesapeake mud.  There are very few 

rocks here.  The clouds threatened rain as the day went 
on, and it finally arrived as we arrived in Ewell.  We 

were warmly greeted by Pauli Eades, the longtime 
Smith Island artist friend of the Chesapeake regulars 
and by Uncle Al who had already set up shop making 

his famous Dark and Stormies, with truly authentic 
Americaôs Cup ingredients.  

Fortunately, the Smith Island restaurant was still open 
and as we dried out we enjoyed cream crab soup and 
crab cake sandwiches.  Just three hours later we all 

gathered again on the restaurantôs porch for a feast 
provided by Pauli, hamburgers and hot dogs, potato 
salad and all the fixings.  The stars of the show were 

dozens of steamed crabs with Old Bay seasoning.  
There is a method and ritual for eating these beautiful 

swimmers, and it was fun introducing the newcomers 
to this leisurely but messy process.  We retired happily 
to our boats (Brianôs new self-designed and sewn green 

tent leaked nary a drop!)  and comfortable B&Bôs after 
a great dayôs experience. 

 

 

 

Monday morning, Memorial Day, brought the rain in 

earnest.  The effects of tropical depression Bonnie 
were more evident now.  Strangely, just about one 
hundred miles to the west, remembrances in 

Washington, DC took place in bright sunshine.  The 
first two boats, with Uncle Al and Pete, and 

AnneMarie and Ken, got an early start on the 
approximately 12 NM beat to windward down the Bay 
to Tangier Island. Continued on page8  

Brian Laux reaped the benefits of his well 

designed and skillfully sewn boom tent.  

http://www.uswayfarer.org/
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2016 Mayorôs Cup Regatta 

Phil Leonard W864 

June 4th-5th 2016 brought the 39th annual Lake 
Townsend Yacht Club Mayorôs Cup Regatta.  Peter 

Hamilton for the Carolina Sailing Club was the PRO 
and we had great support from several folks from the 
Oak Hollow Yacht Club. 

As the weekend approached the weather reports were 
calling for winds on Saturday between 4-7 knots mixed 

with heavy thunderstorms mid afternoon and evening, 
and 12-15 knots with winds building along mixed 
heavy thunderstorms for Sunday afternoon. 

Fourteen Flying Scots made up the largest one design 
fleet, followed by 9 Wayfarers, of the newly formed 
USWA Charter of Fleet 15, and a host of 13 Open 

Class boats that included 3 Isotope catamarans, 2 
Buccaneers, 3 Tanzer 16ôs, a Lightning, a Laser, a 

Sidewinder, and a Sunfish.  

With the advantage of having the largest one design 
fleet the Scots won the Mayors Cup trophy and the 

Open Class fleet took the Bryan Cup trophy leaving the 
Wayfarers to garner the fun cup award. Maybe next 
year we can add a third trophy to replace the Kent 

Taylor trophy which has been repurposed for another 
event. 

As we rigged our boats Saturday there were many a 

keen eye watching the skies and alert ears to the wind, 
and an occasional glance at our smart phones to see if 

and when the storms would arrive. 

To our amazement, and liking, the storms never 
materialized and we had a great weekend of 

competitive racing. The winds held fairly steady from 
the SSW and started out light on Saturday in the 3-5 
knot range in 90+ temperatures, and slowly built up to 

the 5-7 knot range by the last of the three races which 
were all Windward Leeward providing for downwind 

finishes. 

Eight of the nine Wayfarers competed in the three 
races Saturday with Steve Freyaldenhoven crewing 

with Uncle Al who was sailing W 6066 that he 
delivered from Canada to Peter Thorn, our newest 
Wayfarer owner. Peter competed in his Tanzer because 

the Mayorôs Cup was a District Race for that class. 
Also sailing were Ken Butler and his daughter Kelly 

Smith on W449, AnnMarie Covington and Susan Cole 
on W276 (the last regatta for 276 with AnneMarieôs 
new Mark IV coming in soon!!), Jim and Linda 

Heffernan W1066, Uwe Heine and Nancy Collins on 
W10978, Ali Kishbaugh and Trish McDermott W1392, 

Phil and Cathy Leonard W864, and Mike Sigmund and 
Ellen Heywood on W2458. 

The racing was close and very competitive. We had a 
number of multi boat mark roundings with one leeward 
mark having five Wayfarers rounding at the same time 

and nobody making contact!! 

On a downwind leg of the second race Al and Steve 

were hit by a sudden gust and capsized and since the 
rear hatch had not been clamped tight the boat 
swamped and they had to get it to shore and bail out 

the water.  Al said, ñFanfare needed a good cleaning 
anyway since she had been cruising in the salt water of 
Chesapeake Bay the previous week.ò 

At the end of Saturdayôs three races the standings were 
Jim and Linda Heffernan in first and Uwe and Nancy 

and Phil and Cathy tied for second with the tie breaker 
going to Uwe and Nancy. 

 
 

Since we were sailing Sunday putting the boats to bed 
was easy and we gathered in the picnic shelter for 

libations and a delicious meal of lasagna, chicken 
casserole, salad, bread, desserts, all prepared by our 
wonderful past Social Chair, Wanda Williams, and her 

helpers.  Of course, Al had his Dark and Stormy table 
set up and flowing.  Trish McDermott even made a 
rum and ginger beer run for us when we came up short! 

Sunday rolled in with a blast of cooler weather and 
much higher winds starting out in the 10-15 knot range 

and building to 15-18 by the second race with gusts to 
22 knots.  The Wayfarers had 7 boats heading to the 
starting line.  Steve Freyaldenhoven was sailing his 

newly refinished Wayfarer 3446 and at the start of the 
first race the rudder broke off right below the upper 
bracket cheeks.  It was the original rudder for the boat. 

In Sundayôs two races of heavy winds Heffernans chased 

Leonards who scored a pair of bullets. 
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Al, solo skippering Fanfare decided to sit out the 
heavy wind and offered his rudder to Steve but it 

would not fit so in the end neither of them raced this 
day. 

Mike Sigmund and Ellen Heywood sailing Heffernanôs 

Morning Star found the same gust of wind that Al 
found the prior day but it was blowing 3 times harder 

and they went into the drink as well.  The three 
Isotopes, racing in top winds for solo sailing that boat, 
all capsized and only John Kuzmier managed to 

continue racing. 

It was a very challenging day with the high gusty 
winds, plus white cap waves, which at times seemed 

like 2-3 feet, were crashing over the bow and into our 
faces.  We were able on numerous occasions to get the 

boats up on a plane which made the day that much 
more fun.  In this wind it seemed unnecessary to fly 
our spinnakers, and who needs them anyway when 

youôre up on a plane without them!! 

The first race was a Windward Leeward consisting of 
six legs and it took concentration to stay focused and 

energy to deal with the physical tension due to the 
winds and heavy waves.  The waves however aided us 

in getting onto those nice planing runs!!! 

The second race was a Modified Olympic course with 
a triangle and another windward with a downwind 

finish. The jibe mark location made for a fun broad 
reach and a wicked jibe to head to the leeward mark!!!  
This is one of my personal favorite courses since I 

come from the multihull history!!   

We then had a nice sail back to the marina where we 
pulled our boats out of the water and headed up to the 

picnic shelter for the social where we feasted on fried 
chicken, pasta, and various deserts brought to us by the 

lovely and talented, Wanda our famous cook!!! And 
letôs not forget the cold drinks to be had to refresh our 
dry mouths!! 

After tallying the scores, the final results were 
announced and trophies awarded to Jim and Linda 
Heffernan, first place, Phil and Cathy Leonard, second 

place, and Uwe Heine and Nancy Collins, third place.  
The event was a great success and with the ever 

growing fleet of Wayfarers we hope to be the largest 
fleet next year and compete for the Mayorôs Cup 
itself!! 

Excitedly submitted!! 

Phil Leonard 

Captain, Fleet 15 

BAYVIEW ONE DESIGN DETROIT RIVER 
Julie Seraphinoff W10861 

A small but mighty fleet of Wayfarer Mark IVs took on 

the Bayview One Design regatta June 4-5, with the 

Mississauga Sailing Club duo of Anne and David Pugh 
coming away with the first-place trophy.  This was the 
first regatta in North American Wayfarer history where 

only Hartley Mark IVs showed up to compete. 

While only six boats raced, the competition was fierce. 
Joining the Pughs in travelling to the BOD from 

Canada were Sue Pilling and Steph Romaniuk from 
Perry Sound, who were competing in a Mark IV for the 

first time ever, and the MSC team of Rob Wierdsma 
and son Daniel Wierdsma. Pilling/Romaniuk and the 
Wierdsmas are all in training for the upcoming 

Wayfarer Worlds in the Netherlands.  Tony Krauss 
came in from Cleveland and was joined by crew Ed 
Barshaw of Detroit area.  The Michigan contingents 

were Marc Bennett and myself, and the inimitable Nick 
Seraphinoff and crew Chip Cunningham. 

 

 

 

The tight competition shows in results from the five 
races sailed Saturday.  The Pughs took the first race, 
with team Wierdsma finishing second.  The second 

race was won by Bennett/Seraphinoff who had cleared 
out the cobwebs after a last-place finish in the first 
race.  The Nick and Chip team came roaring to the 

forefront in the third race, taking advantage of a 
tactical move of sailing to the far side of the river 

rather than sticking to the shore.  The move paid off for 
Tony and Ed as well, bringing them a second place.  
The Bennett/Seraphinoff team sailed Jamaica Blue to 

first place in the fourth race, while the Pughs in 
Reckless Abandon won the final race of the day.   

Wayfarers enjoyed their own private set up area at the 

Bayview Junior Sailing Facility. 
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End of the day had the Pughs first, Bennett/Seraphinoff 
second and the svelte, moving-their-boat-well 

Wierdmas in third. There was no room for mistakes in 
this group, making for some exhilarating beginning-of-
the-season sailing. 

Unfortunately, racing was cancelled Sunday as 
thunderstorms were tracking across Michigan.  The 

entire Wayfarer fleet (OK, except for Nick who says he 
doesnôt have to sail in the rain anymore if he doesnôt 
want to) was keen to get out on the river. Everyone was 

in full heavy-weather sailing gear and ready to launch 
when the committee called a delay and, ultimately, 
cancelled. 

Initially, the plan had been for the Wayfarers to sail out 
of Crescent Sail Club on courses on Lake St. Clair. 

But, after some organizational confusion, the fleet was 
moved back to courses on the Detroit River right off 
the Bayview Yacht Club. Launching issues from past 

regattas (limited hoists and steel beams) became non-
issues when the fleet was moved to its own little bit of 
heaven at the BYC Junior Sailing facility.  Sure it was 

across the canal from cheap beer, but easy ramp 
launching, ability to have access to our cars and our 

very own bathroom facilities made up for that one 
pitfall. Everyone agreed they would like to sail on the 
river again if we can launch from the junior facility. 

And once again, Nick and Mary Seraphinoff were 
gracious hosts to the fleet. They opened their beautiful 
home to everyone, even though they were one week 

out from participating in the annual Indian Village 
Home Tour. Nick and Chip had been working hard 
throughout the week rigging boats from a container 

recently landed from England. The graciousness and 
hard work of Nick and Mary and Chip were 

appreciated. 
 
 

A REPORT FROM THE SOUTH  
Dave Hepting W10862 

Captain, Fleet 3 

 
With the Memorial Day Races behind us, Lake Eustis 

Wayfarer Fleet Number 3 has completed its official 
racing season. 

Racing in Florida is best in the fall, winter, and spring; 

and many of the Lake Eustis members are either 
planning summer vacations, or are retirees who have 
returned north for the season.  Formal club racing is 

from Labor Day to Memorial Day.  The remaining 
Wayfarer sailors will again do informal races all 
summer with the Laser fleet. 

Long-time Wayfarer sailor Jim Lingeman has 
announced that he is selling his home and boat and 

moving into a retirement home in Chicago with his 
sister Dot.  Jim is our senior Wayfarer sailor both in 
terms of age and length of membership in the Florida 

fleet.  As well as being our best sailor, he has been our 
unofficial sailing coach.  It is hard to imagine the Club 

without him.  He leaves in a blaze of glory, winning 
the Wayfarer club championship yet again this year. 
Plans are afoot already for the February Wayfarer 

Fortnight, with the Midwinters, followed the next 
weekend with the Wayfarer Singlehanded Regatta, and 
then the George Washington Regatta on the last 

weekend.  In-between, we will again have kayaking, a 
cruise, and other activities. 

In addition to our regular round-the-buoys races, the 
Lake Eustis Club has had several Round-the-Lake 
races this season.  The Wayfarers are finally beginning 

to figure out the race, with one Wayfarer finally taking 
a 3

rd
 on corrected time on Memorial Day. 

A problem in building and maintaining the Florida fleet 

has been having used boats available at the club for 
sale.  The price of a used Wayfarer is attractive; having 

to drive a thousand miles to look at one is not.  
Commodore Jim Heffernan made arrangements to have 
a donated cruising Wayfarer brought to Florida, and it 

slowly being converted to be suitable for club racing.  
Thanks to all those who have donated parts and labor. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

2016 CHESAPEAKE CRUISE PHOTOS on page 6 

Top: Wayfarers sailors gather at the Dock House on 

rainy Monday.   

Dick Harrington enters the tent on Blue Mist. 

Center: Sunshine returned on Tuesday for a lovely sail 

from Tangier Island to Watts Island and a picnic lunch. 

Bottom: Wayfarers rest at anchor on the beach of Watts 

Island, a favorite destination of Chesapeake Cruises.  

The Bay view Inn was a welcomed stop for the sailors 

after a wet sail from Smith Island on Monday.  A hearty 

breakfast the next morning fortified the group for the 

dayôs sail.   

Photos by Bruce Idleman 



 

2016 CHESAPEAKE CRUISE 
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